Norval F Clapp, Jr

March 10, 1924 - February 5, 2013

Norval F. Clapp Jr, of EI Campo, passed away on February 5, 2013 at the age
of 88. He was born March 10, 1924 in EI Campo, Wharton County, Texas to
N.F. "Nod" Clapp Sr and Hertha Anna (Jordan) Clapp. He was the only child
born to that union.

He attended El Campo public schools, being graduated with honors in 1941.
Enrolling at Texas A&M in the fall of 1941, he dropped out at the end of the
first semester after the United States entered World War Il and returned home
to try to enlist in the Marine Corps as his father had done in the First World
War, but because of his age (17) he was told to wait until he was 18 and could
be called up. He was inducted into the Army on his 19th birthday in 1943 and
served with Hg. Co. 2nd Bn. 303rd Inf. 97th Division in Europe and Japan.

Returning to Texas in 1946, Clapp again enrolled at Texas A&M and received
a B.S. degree in Floriculture in 1949. He was employed as an assistant plant
pathologist at the Tyler experiment station following his graduation. He later
owned floral and nursery businesses in EIl Campo and Ganado.

In 1956 he became editor of the EI Campo Citizen newspaper and for the next
two years served as reporter, columnist and editor.

While serving as secretary of the EI Campo Jaycees, Clapp was named



Outstanding Local Secretary by the Texas Jaycees in 1956, and served as
President of the EI Campo chapter in 1956-57. He was a member of the
Jaycee Quartet, and with members Joe Richards, Frank Pineda and James
Danielson sang for churches, stage shows and State Conventions of the
Jaycees for several years.

He became a Master Mason in EI Campo Lodge No. 918, A.F. & A.M. in 1947
and served as Worshipful Master of the Lodge in 1957-58. In 1993 he
received the Golden Trowel Award, the highest honor that can be given by a
local Lodge. He served as District Deputy Grand Master in 1995 and in 1998
was presented with the 50 year service award from the Grand Lodge of Texas,
AF. & AM.

He served as High Priest of Ganado Chapter 482, Royal Arch Masons, as
Thrice lllustrious Master of Ganado Council 395, Royal and Select Masters,
and as District Deputy of both Grand Chapter and Council. In 1992 Clapp was
chosen Commander of St. John Commandery No. 101, Knights Templar, of
Victoria and in 1993 received the Knight York Cross of Honor from Rideout
Priory No. 75 in Baytown for having served as head of the four York Rite
bodies, Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery. He was awarded the
Exalibur Award by St. John Commandery No. 101 in 2001.

Clapp held permanent membership (retired status) in the United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary, where he served as commander of El Campo Flotilla 69 in
1966-67 and was commissioned an Admiral in the Texas Navy by Governor
Preston Smith in 1970.

A member of El Campo Chapter 535, Order of the Eastern Star, Clapp served
three terms as Worthy Patron.

Clapp served from 1958 to 1964 on the City Council of EI Campo, and served



two terms as chairman of the Appraisal Review Board of the Wharton County
Central Appraisal District.

Christened at birth in the First Methodist Episcopal Church South in El
Campo, he sang in the choirs of both the Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches during his younger years.

Norval is survived by his cousins Jane Eyre Clapp DelaMormier of Bay City,
Archie Scott of Austin and Victor Scott of Eagle Lake. He was preceded in
death by his parents.

Funeral services will be held at 2 pm on Friday, February 8, 2013 at Triska
Funeral Home with Reverend Suzanne Isaacs officiating followed by Masonic
services and Military Honors. A private burial will be held at the Sealy City
Cemetery.

Memorial donations in honor of Norval Clapp may be made to Texas Scottish
Rite Hospital, 2222 Welbourn St., Dallas, TX 75219 or to the Shriners Hospital
for Crippled Children in Houston, c/o Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children
PO Box 25356, Tampa, FL 33607.



Tribute Wall

Norval was cousin to my mother, Kathryn Clapp Orr. He was always
a part of our family fishing fun while growing up. | remember fondly
going to his fishing camp up to the 80's and 90's. God Speed.

Dawn Orr Free - Rowlett, TX - 2nd cousin - February 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM
Norval was such a good friend to my family and | and in fact was

more like a member of our family.

We shared many fishing trips and spent many hours discussing all
things Masonic.

| will miss him but will think of him often and smile.
God Speed Brother.

Martin Strarup, lll - EIl Campo, TX - Friend - February 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Norval was a great friend to my Dad and also to me when Dad died.

A good man, a "home town"man, a man who always had a smile for
us.

We will all miss you Norval.

Frank Swanson - Houston, TX - Friend - February 06, 2013 at 12:00 AM



Rest in Peace Brother Clapp. You were a great friend and very
infuential in me becoming a lodge member. | will always be grateful
for the hours you spent helping me achieve those goals. You will be
missed.

John Jalufka - Katy, TX - friend - February 06, 2013 at 12:00 AM



